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HYDROGEN HITS THE ROAD

Energy Networks Australia welcomes the release of the National Hydrogen
Roadmap, which sets out a blueprint for the development of a hydrogen industry in
Australia, showing a cost competitive industry is on the horizon.

Energy Networks Australia was a member of the CSIRO led Roadmap steering
committee and the network sector contributed $80,000 towards its development.

Chief Executive Officer of Energy Networks Australia Andrew Dillon said across the
sector there are many applications for hydrogen.

“We proactively engaged with CSIRO to identify the role networks could play in
reducing emissions from the use of gas within homes and industry.

“Hydrogen by itself, or as blended with natural gas provides exciting opportunities.
Just like renewable power generation offers emission reductions from electricity
generation, hydrogen offers similar potential to sectors where electrification does
not make sense.”

Mr Dillon said Australia’s gas infrastructure is suitable to deliver hydrogen and there
is growing interest from network businesses.

“Innovation to reduce the production cost of hydrogen will see it make commercial
sense to be used as a network fuel to complement or replace natural gas in coming
decades.”

Mr Dillon said using hydrogen in networks provides a better outcome for customers.
“Modelling by the Australian Gas Infrastructure Group indicates that converting
Victoria’s gas networks to hydrogen is 40 per cent cheaper than electrifying the
energy supplied by gas networks.”

The Roadmap outlines a range of actions to be undertaken on the hydrogen journey.

“We're already committed to this journey through pilot projects being carried out by
our members, as well as supporting the Future Fuels CRC - that aims to create
knowledge to facilitate converting networks to be hydrogen based,” Mr Dillon said.
“This is a long-term strategy underpinning industry’s Gas Vision 2050.”
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Energy Networks Australia represents Australia’s electricity transmission and distribution networks and
gas distribution networks. Our members provide energy to virtually every household and business in
Australia.
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